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Introduction

2007 is the 650th anniversary of the incorporation of the Company of Merchant Adventurers of York by Edward III in 1357. The Company is still based in the Hall which it began to build that year and it still possesses an extensive and valuable archive going back to the building accounts of the Hall as well as much relating to the Company’s membership, administration and trading activities over the subsequent 650 years.

The Company, in association with the Centre for Medieval Studies at the University of York and the Council for British Archaeology, is holding a one-day conference on Saturday 15th September 2007, with optional pre-conference events on Friday 14th September. The Conference will be devoted to the York merchants, their Hall, hospital and trade, and also more widely to the Merchants Adventurers of London and England and medieval trading links between England and the Continent.  There will be a conference dinner with a medieval flavour in the Merchant Adventurers’ Hall.

The Conference, convened by Dr Peter Addyman (Governor of the Company of Merchant Adventurers 2006-7) and Professor David Palliser (Honorary Archivist, Company of Merchant Adventurers), will be held in The King’s Manor, University of York, Exhibition Square, York.
Programme
Optional pre-conference events by invitation of the Council for British Archaeology, which is holding its Autumn Meeting in York on 14th-16th September

Friday 14th September

15.00- 17.00  Merchant Adventurers’ Hall, Fossgate, York YO1 9XD: Walking tour of three York guildhalls, (including the Merchant Adventurers’, Merchant Taylors’ and St Anthony’s) guided by Dr Kate Giles followed by a presentation on the recently discovered medieval Pater Noster Gild Roll- throwing light on York’s Mystery Plays.

19.30-20.30  Beatrice De Cardi Lecture, Tempest Anderson Hall, Yorkshire Museum Dr Simon Thurley, Chief Executive English Heritage ‘Archaeology and Artifice: the Office of Works and the fabrication of medieval history’.
20.30-21.30  Wine reception, Yorkshire Museum, Museum Gardens, with a close-up viewing of medieval artefacts from the collection, under the guidance of Andrew Morrison and  his Yorkshire Museum team.

Saturday 15th September
08.00- 
Early Bird walk round the city walls

09.30
of York (Start Exhibition Square)
Medieval Merchants and their Guilds
The King’s Manor, Exhibition Square, York

9.30
Registration

10.00
Welcome
The Governor of the Company of Merchant Adventurers of York, David Ashton 

Chairman Professor Linne Mooney, Director of the Centre for Medieval Studies, University of York

10.10
The York Merchants in their City

Professor David Palliser

Honorary Archivist of the Merchant Adventurers’ Company
10.40
The York Fraternity and Guild: The Founding Fathers
Louise Wheatley MA

11.10
Coffee
11.40
Below the Surface of the Merchant Adventurers’ Hall

Dr Richard Hall, Deputy Director of the York Archaeological Trust

12.10
The Merchant’s Hall in Context
Dr Kate Giles, University of York    

13.00
Lunch

Chairman David Palliser
14.00
The Merchant Adventurers of England as seen from London

Dr Anne F Sutton, Historian Emerita to the Mercers’ Company of London

14.30
England and Prussia: Trade Structures and  Diplomatic Relations 1375-1474
Professor Stuart Jenks, University of Erlangen-Nurnberg 

15.00
Credit and the Economy of York in the later Middle Ages

Dr Pamela Nightingale, formerly of the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford

15.30
Discussion

16.00
Tea 

16.15
‘Dives redeemed’ : the guild almshouses of later medieval England

Professor Carole Rawcliffe, 
University of East Anglia
16.45
Mercers and Venturers: Summary
Peter Addyman, Immediate Past Governor, Company of Merchant Adventurers

17.00
Final Discussion

17.30 
Close of Conference
19.30-
Conference Dinner 
20.00
A medieval repast in Merchant Adventurers’ Hall, with medieval music, a welcome by the Governor of the Company of Merchant Adventurers of York, David Ashton, and after-dinner speech by Professor Richard Morris, Honorary Vice-President for the Council for British Archaeology.

